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appear to be more unjult, and more partial than the Tax he fuppofes, o) B8
upon which he beftows, very propedly, the Epithets of wijuft and partigl;* B

-Dituit Helleborum, certs compefcere Punéls B
Nefeius Examen. B

But it has becn objeéted; that if the Inhabitants of -America, becaufe s B8
prefented in their ;chpc&ivc Aflemblies, are therefore exempted fram a Ra, I
liamentary Tax, then the Citizens of Lond u, who are reprefented in they [
Commgn Council, may plead the fame ITmmunity. It it were not for thef?
Authrority upon® which this Objection is urged, it might be fafely pafl gic.
.over without a particular Anfwer ; but fince it hath been introduced wit £
an Appearance of Reliance, and the Opinion which it retails, is faid o
have been delivered with great Gravity, and pronaunced with decdive Cop:
fidence, I would not be fo wanting in Refpe& to an eminent Charade,
as to negle¢t the Ceremony of a direct Refutation. :

But I muft obferve that, when the Opinion of a Lawyer is takening
Matter of private Concern, in which he is under no Bias to deceive, a2 c
cife Declaration of it mav gencrally fuffice; he who applies for it being g Bt
nerally obliged to depend upon his Council’s Charatter of Integrity s .
Knowledge, not only becaufe the Expence of a methodical and minute Dig- 173
cuflion would be too Burthenfome, but becaufe the Force of legal Reafoning k-
is not generally underftood. But in a Queftion of Public Concernment, bss
she Opinion of no Court Lawyer, however refpectable for his Candour and
Abilitics, ought to weigh more than the Reafons adduced in Support of it. f¥:
They ought to be explained, they may be examined. Confidering his fi
Temptations, Credit ought to be cautioufly and diffidently given, to his B
Affertion of what is his Opinion.—Confidering the Confequence of a De g4
cifion, not to one Man only, but to Millions that exift and Myriads that J
may exift, and the exceeding Fallibility of legal Knowledge, nothing {hort .
of clear Convi&ion, after the fulleft Explication of the Reafons of the J
Opinion, and the moft accurate and intenfe Confideration of their Validity, |8
can juftify an Acquiefcence under it. :

On tte prefent Occafion, fo immenfely important, Nullius addiGus juran B
in ¥erba Magifiriy: 1 fhall -pin my Faith 'upon the Diffum of na Lawyer s i
the Univerfe, and when his ipfe dixie. is authoritatively urged, I fhall be 2 |
no Pains to reprefs my Sufpicions that his Reafons are concealed, becanft,
if fairly produced and held up to the Light, many Flaws in them would be
difcovered by a cateful Examineér.. } have lived long enough to remembet

many Opinions-of Court Laswyers wpon dmerisan Affairs ; they have thna';’
4 rong




